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Solidarity Message!

The President, on behalf of the Council and entire Members
of the Nigerian Library Association
wishes to Congratulate
the President, C-in-C of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria.

DR. GOODLUCK EBELE JONATHAN, GCFR

on his inauguration as the
4™ EXECUTIVE PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA.
The NLA identifies with the ideals of your government
and wishes you well as you move Nigeria to recapture her lost glories.

DA Omokaro (PRO)
For: Executive and Council
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welcome you to the January -June 2010 issue of

your highly informative and refreshing
Newsletter. We entered the year with mixed feelings
but with high hopes and expectations for a fruitful
2010. Talking about 2010, the year is the 50"
Independence Anniversary for Nigeria and the 48"
Conference and Annual General Meeting of your
Association. It is also an Election year for the NLA.
Welcome to 2010 and may the Lord grant you your
hearts desires. This is also my last editorial brief as your
Editor-in-Chief and PRO. The activities reported in this
issue are mostly those that took place between
January and June 2010. The Executive Committee and
Council held their first meeting for the year in Benin
city, Edo State in January. The NLA held its workshop in
Kaduna in April and the Executive Committee also held
their second meeting in May here in Abuja. In between
these meetings, the Conference LOC under the
Chairmanship of the 1" Vice President, Alhaji Rilwanu
Abdulsalami has been meeting to give you a befitting
Conference/AGM in July, 2010. The President, Ms
Victoria Okojie has also committed herself to leaving
lasting legacies for the NLA as she bows out of office at
this Conference.

I ellow professional colleagues, it is my pleasure to

On May 5" 2010, the LIS profession in Nigeria lost a
great supporter and friend of Librarians in the person
of President Umaru Musa Yar'Adua after a protracted
illness. President Yar'Adua was the President that gave
LRCN life again by approving a budget for the Agency
and appointing an acting Registrar. The commitment
and love President Yar'Adua had for reading and the
knowledge art is what informed his resuscitation of the
LRCN. We shall miss him dearly, we have solace in the
fact that the new President, Dr. Goodluck Ebele
Jonathan, GCFRis also a “knowledge” man and we wish
him well. May | use this forum to console the President,
Executive Committee, Council and members of the
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Nigerian Library Association and Nigerians at large on
the death of this great and illustrious son of Africa,
President Umaru Musa Yar'Adua. May the good Lord
give the family the fortitute to bear theirreparable loss.

Talking about LRCN, we posted a response to all the
questions and issues raised concerning the relationship
between the Association and the Agency on the NLA
on-line forum so as to avoid any further distortion of
the truth with a view to eliminating rancor of any kind
from amongst our members. The response is published
here again for your necessary information and record.

We are looking at surpassing the Ibadan record of the
most attended Conference/AGM at Abuja in July, so we
expect you to be in Abuja for the 48" Conference/AGM
holding at the nation's premier Conference venue and
a must be venue for all Nigerians coming to Abuja for
any Conference.

It is however sad to announce again that as we were
going to press, we heard of the sad news of the demise
of one of the pioneers of Government Libraries in
Nigeria, Chief Odumosu and two other colleagues from
Kwara State Chapter who died in a ghastly motor
accident on their way back from the maiden
conference of the Medical Librarians section held in
Enugu. We pray that their souls have a peaceful rest
with the Lord. We also pray that the good Lord will
grant their families the fortitude to bear the irreparable
loss.

In conclusion, | want to thank every one of you for
giving me the opportunity to serve you as your National
Publicity Secretary and Editor-in-Chief of your
Newsletter since 2005. | will urge you to extend the
same arm of support to the person taking over from me
as | look forward to serving you in another capacity. Do
have a blissful reading experience.

i
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Dominic Omokaro
Editor-in-Chief
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From the President

A VALEDICTORY ADDRESS

INTRODUCTION

Once again, | count it a rare privilege and honour to
write the introduction to the NLA Newsletter for the last
time as President of our great Association. | consider this
medium auspicious, as | seek your indulgence, to
provide a brief on my careerasalibrarian.

To sum up my career progression, | graduated with a
Master of Library Studies degree from the University of
Ibadan, Ibadanin 1983 after my first degree in Education
(Geog) from the University of Benin in 1980 as well as a
Masters degree in Geography from the University of
lbadan in 1991. My working career began in August
1984 at the Kenneth Dike Library, University of Ibadan.
In 1992, | became the first Nigerian to be appointed Area
Director of the British Council, Ibadan, with
responsibility for South Western Nigeria (except Lagos)
and worked there till 2002. Shortly after, | moved into
full time consultancy work in the Library and
Information sector, with organizations such as the
World Bank, DfID and the British Council being my main
clients. In October, 2009, | was appointed the pioneer
Acting Registrar of the Librarians' Registration Council of
Nigeria (LRCN), a position which | hold to date. | am a
Fellow of the UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning; the
United States of America State Department
International Visitors Leadership Program and have
served on the Advisory Committee of the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation Access to Learning Award. | am also a
Member of the Board of the National Library of Nigeria
and a Trustee of the Nigerian International Book Fair
Trust.

My interest in serving the Association was kindled in
1985 when | joined the Nigerian Library Association
(NLA), through the Oyo State Chapter and was elected
the University Representative (1985-1987) under the
Chairmanship of Mr. Felix Ubogu. Since then, | have
served in various capacities, including the Secretary,
Oyo State Chapter (1987-1989); Chairman, Oyo State
Chapter (1993-1996); National Councillor (1997-1999);
Vice President (2000-2005) and finally as National
President (2005-2010). Indeed, in the 26-year span of
my career in librarianship, | have served in the Executive
Committee of the NLA, either at the State or National

January - June 2010

level for about 19 years! In addition, | have chaired every
Standing Committee of the Association, including the
Constitution Review Committee;
Communiqué/Resolutions Committee; Conference
Hosting Rights Committee; Committee on Drawing up
Criteria for various NLA Awards; Awards Committee; the
Committee on Drawing up the Guidelines for
Maintaining Discipline within the Profession and the
Local Organising Committee of the National Conference
held in Ibadan, 'Oluyole 96'. Furthermore, | served as
the Chief Orator of the Association by writing and
reading the citations of awardees for many years. At the
international level, | have served as a member of each of
the Standing Committees of the International
Federation of Library Associations and Institutions
(IFLA), Public Libraries Section and Africa Section. At
present, | am the Secretary of IFLA, Africa Section as well
as the Secretary, West African Library Association
(WALA).

In recognition of my service to the Association, | have
received the following Awards:

Vol. 22. No. 1







